Dear God, | pray that you will bless me and my church. Send people into our fellowship,
and protect us all. In Jesus’ name. Amen
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hythe@salvationarmy.org.uk - 01303 268792 i http://www.hythesalvationarmy.org.uk

Sunday January 13" 2019

‘Living Fruitfully as Disciples’
(Commitment Sunday)

John 15:1-17

Good Morning and Welcome to Worship!

The routine of the new-year is now well and truly underway and this morning, marks for me what is one of my
‘favourite’ routines of the new year: ‘Commitment Sunday’. The worshipping life of Salvation Army congregations
tends not to be too liturgical- we don’t have a strict or set calendar of events that mark the pattern of our Sunday
worship but usually, right at the start of the year, every year, we do designate the occasion of ‘Commitment Sunday.’

If you’ve never encountered ‘Commitment Sunday’ before, then perhaps it sounds pretty daunting! Will there be
sign-up sheets for all kinds of jobs? Will someone try and force a uniform on me? Will | be expected to learn to sell
the War Cry in the Streets or play a brass instrument? Thankfully, none of these things feature on Commitment
Sunday! Commitment Sunday is a chance, at the start of the year, to consider all that God might have in store for us
as individuals and a church family in the year ahead and to prayerfully commit ourselves afresh to his working in our
lives. In many ways, it’s exactly like every other time we gather together!

The theme, suggested by our national headquarters, for this year’s ‘Commitment Sunday’ is ‘Living Fruitfully as
Disciples’ from John 15:1-17. As | think back over previous ‘Commitment Sundays’, when I've knelt at the Mercy Seat
and signed my ‘decision card’, | think back of all the different spiritual ‘places’ I've been in as |'ve done so.
Sometimes, I've started the year filled with expectation for signs, wonders and revival. Sometimes, I've started the
year filled with doubt, confusion and the guilt of failures over the previous year. But now, with hindsight, | see that
every time I've ever re-committed my life- in whatever state it’s been in- to God and his mission, he’s never ceased
to honour that commitment and bring about some kind of fruitfulness.

This morning, I'm glad to be committing 2019 to be a year of living fruitfully as a disciple. Will you join me?

Callum

Prayer Requests

Quite a number of our Corps/Church family are unwell and need our prayers please.

e
. The 2019 flower list is on the notice board.
This Week
Monday -9:30am Toddlers
Tuesday - 9:30am Toddlers
7:30pm Band (See Below)
Wednesday -9:30am Toddler Volunteer Breakfast
-2:30pm CAMEO
Friday - 6:00pm Youth Cell Group is ON.

Next Sunday 20"

Our meeting will be lead by Berri (John 2:1-12)

Callum is preaching at St. Michaels Methodist-Anglican Church at 11:00am for the Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity.

FUTURE DATES

On Sunday 10" February, we will be welcoming some more new members! If you are interested in becoming an
adherent member of the Church then please speak to Callum or Berri. Similarly, if you would like to undertake
‘Membership Classes’ either simply to find out more about The Salvation Army or to become a Salvation Army
soldier then please also speak to Callum or Berri.
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Music Rehearsals

Due to availability, music rehearsals will play out as following over the coming few weeks:
15 Jan - Band Practice

22 Jan — No Rehearsal

29 Jan - Songster Practice

5 Feb - Band Practice

12 Feb - Songster Practice

Then back to rotating every other week

Discipleship Groups

There was great attendance at ‘The Prayer Course’ last term. It is our usual habit to have ‘Lent Groups’ during this
term, however several people have asked to explore The Bible in a similar fashion to the ‘Prayer Course.” Therefore,
in this term we’re going to run the Bible Course produced by the Bible Society. The Bible Course is a fantastic
introduction to what the Bible is, how to read it, and how all the different bit of the story fit together which is
designed for both people who are new to reading the Bible and those who have been reading it for years! It takes 8
weeks (so a little longer than Lent, we’ll need to start a little bit earlier!). The groups will be on a Monday lunchtime
(led by Berri) or a Wednesday Evening led by Callum on the following dates. Note: The dates don’t follow a particular
pattern! But (like with the prayer course) they should help you to be able to ‘catch up’ with the alternate session if
you miss one!

(To get the most out of the course, there is a ‘participants manual’ which costs £5.00. We'll start taking orders for
these next week) (Also: If you’d really like to do the groups, but can’t make the days/times- please speak to Callum)

Mon 12:30 (Berri) Weds 7:30pm (Callum)
Session 1: Introducing the Bible
11" Feb 13" Feb
Session 2: Creation & Covenant
25" Feb 20" Feb
Session 3: Exodus & Promised Land
4™ March 6™ March
Session 4: Judges & Kings
18" March 20" March
Session 5: Exile & Prophets
1* April 27" March
Session 6: Jesus & the Gospels
15" April 17" April
Session 7: Acts & the Church
13" May 8" May
Session 8: Revelation & Review
20" May 15" May

Polo Tops

Last year, for the trip to Kenya we had some Polo tops produced with Hythe Salvation Army logo on them — and
many people have commented on how fetching they are! We’re looking to put together a bulk order of these in
both White and Navy and you may find that they’re useful for all kinds of witness and work! If you would like to
place an order, the Polo Shirts are priced at £10.00 each. Please give the quantity and size to Alyson.

Members of the band and songsters will be provided with one Polo Shirt each, to be met from the sectional funds.
Please give your size to Alyson, along with any additional orders.

Of course, these Polo-Shirts don’t replace ‘Formal Uniform’ — which soldiers are naturally free to choose to wear.

Welcome Rota

A draft of the welcome rota is now up and on the back of the wall! If you’re unable to make a date that you’ve been
assigned to, please firstly try and swap with someone else (feel free to write the change on the poster!) or speak to
Callum. [Also- Confession time from Callum- | completely lost the list Alyson prepared SO... if your name is missed
off, Callum apologises profusely and it is a complete oversight on Callum’s part — please [gently] chastise him
and he’ll get it fixed!!.

Food Bank.
Sainsbury’s in Hythe is now a drop off point for food donations to our foodbank.

“The International Staff Songsters” are visiting Sittingbourne Corps on the 19th and 20th January.




