Dear God, | pray that you will bless me and my church. Send people into our fellowship,
and protect us all. In Jesus’ name. Amen
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Sunday 16th April 2017
Easter Sunday:

‘Because He Lives...’

Matthew 28:1-11

Good morning & welcome to worship...

The BBC released a survey this week which said that 25% of people who described themselves as Christians didn’t
believe that the resurrection actually happened. It wasn’t that they believed a different version or understanding of
the resurrection to the traditional or literal interpretations of the Bible- it was that they flat out didn’t believe in the
resurrection at all. The survey results made for very challenging reading, with lots for us to reflect on!

Rather than jump to conclusions or cast aspirations, however, allow me to reframe the question slightly. Do you live
your life like the resurrection happened? Sure, it's one thing to position yourself firmly in the camp of those who
categorically state that the resurrection did happen, but at the same time we have to ask ourselves what difference
the resurrection makes in our lives, day in, day out. | often wonder if a sceptic of faith looked at my life, would they
believe in the resurrection because of the way | lived?

This morning we’re going to take great joy, exceedingly great joy, in gathering together in worship on this
resurrection Sunday as we look at Matthew’s account of what happened on that day. We’re going to be thinking
about the difference the resurrection makes for us and we’re going to be challenged to complete the sentence,
‘Because he lives...” God intends the resurrection to make a difference in the here and now. As former bishop of
Durham NT Wright puts it, ‘The message of Easter is that God’s new world has been unveiled in Jesus Christ and that
you’re now invited to belong to it. Jesus’ resurrection is the beginning of God's new project not to snatch people
away from earth to heaven but to colonize earth with the life of heaven.’

May it be so...because he lives!!
Callum

Prayer Requests Please...

Please remember those of our corps family who are unwell or recovering from surgery. Fred and Beryl
Cripps send their greetings to everyone. Beryl is now home from hospital but is very frail.

Roy & Patricia Whitewood also need our prayers following Roy’s recent medical diagnosis.

i

“ 2 The gift of flowers greatly enhances our worship environment. Today we thank Eric.
This Week-

TUESADAY ONLY — Parent & Toddlers

Tuesday — 7.30 band practice

Wednesday- CAMEO

Friday — There is no youth group because of the Divisional Youth Band practice.

Coming events
Next Sunday Callum & Berri are leading the meetings at Sittingbourne, Richard will lead our worship here at Hythe.

An Invitation from Berri and Callum...

“We would like to extend an invitation to all of our Church family to come along to Henry’s dedication service
on Saturday 29th April at 2:00pm in the Hall followed by refreshments. So many people from the Church have
already played an important part in Henry’s life and so we’d love to this to be an occasion where we not only thank
God for Henry but where we can also thank the wider community for their love, support and prayers.”
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Saturday 6th May- “Women of Design” Divisional Ladies Retreat Day at Tudor Marriot Hotel, Maidstone. The day
begins with Breakfast and will also include Lunch, Afternoon Tea and an Evening meal as well as use of all the
facilities and will also include Worship, Teaching, Workshops and Discussions. Organised by the South East Division.
More info from Callum or Berri

Save The Date- Divisional Creative Arts Day.

Saturday 20th May at Maidstone Salvation Army 10am — 6pm; cost £20. A day for exploring how the creative arts
(traditional and not-so-traditional!) can be used to engage a local community — Drama — Creative Writing — Art —
Dance — Photography — Music — Cookery.

To register and for more information — ira.thomas@salvationarmy.org.uk or telephone 01622 236053

MAY 27/28 — VISIT OF THE AUS TERITORIAL YOUTH BAND & Silvie Paladino tickets £9 adult or £3 children - 01303
223925 before 2pm.

The band is made up of excellent musicians, young people, from all over Australia, with an average age of 24. They
will be accompanied by Silvie Paladino an award winning West End star. Silvie is a Christian with a tremendous
testimony. For those of you on the internet if you type her name in YouTube there are a number of videos to
watch and listen to — she is sensational.
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